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Goals and Questions to Answer

• The Three Fundamental Propositions and their esoteric background in The Secret 

Doctrine 

– What is the (scientific and philosophical) methodology behind Theosophy? 

• Theosophy and modern Science: Converging streams (to be)

– Opening “Science – Spirituality” dialogue

• Perspective with future Generative AI (ChatGPT) that approaches access to the 

whole (exoteric) knowledge (at growing competence levels)

– Can theosophy use it and help create new knowledge?

– Will AI Agentic systems comply with the Three Foundational Principles?
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Theosophy and Modern Society – Ontology/Epistemology Links

• Generative AI and 

LLM are entering the 

landscape with new 

tools to access and 

manage knowledge 
–  

• How strictly does  

GenAI comply with 

the ethical principles 

of Theosophy
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Generative 
AI & LLM

AI  Ethics  & Digital 
Governance



The Three Fundamental Propositions (as formulated by Theosophical 

movement) - Theosophy’s link to our Society and Ethics

Three Fundamental Propositions of Theosophy can best be described as originating from a synthesis of 
esoteric (primary), metaphysical, epistemological, and cosmological principles.

• 1. Interconnectedness <- Omnipresent, Boundless, and Immutable Principle; Law of Periodicity
Interconnectedness in Theosophy means the essential unity of all life, grounded in the shared spiritual 
origin of all beings. It is not mere ecological or social interdependence, but ontological unity.

– “An Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless, and Immutable PRINCIPLE on which all speculation is impossible” 
(The Secret Doctrine, PROEM)

• 2. Universal Brotherhood <- Fundamental Identity of All Souls; Law of Periodicity
Universal Brotherhood is the natural and spiritual solidarity of all beings, human and non-human, 
because all emanate from the same source and share the same evolutionary journey.

– “The first object of the Theosophical Society is Universal Brotherhood” … “not as a mere theory, but as a 
fundamental law in Nature.”
(Linking Theosophical Society documents and The Secret Doctrine)

• 3. Compassion <- Spiritual Evolution; Fundamental Identity of All Souls 
Compassion in Theosophy means active, intelligent love expressed as selfless service, arising from the 
recognition of spiritual unity and the evolutionary purpose of life.

– “Compassion is no attribute; it is the LAW of laws - eternal Harmony, Alaya’s SELF.”
(The Voice of the Silence, Fragment III)
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The Three Fundamental Propositions – Transformation from Abstract 

Metaphysical Axioms to universal Ethical Principles

Presented in The Secret Doctrine as abstract metaphysical axioms 
1. Interconnectedness <- Omnipresent, Eternal, Immutable Principle
Interconnectedness in Theosophy means the essential unity of all life, grounded in the shared spiritual origin of all beings. It is not 
mere ecological or social interdependence, but ontological unity.

2. Law or periodicity / cyclicity <- Absolute  universality, as one of fundamental  Laws  of  the  Universe

3. Fundamental  identity  of  all  Souls  with  the  Universal  Over-Soul <- An  aspect  of  the  Unknown  Root; the  Cycle  of  
Incarnation,  or  Necessity,  in  accordance  with  Cyclic  and Karmic  Law.

Transformed into practical principles of life and service by Theosophical movement as adoption and projection of 
metaphysical exposition to ethical imperatives 
• Universal Brotherhood <- The human expression of this metaphysical Unity & Interconnectedness 

Universal Brotherhood is the natural and spiritual solidarity of all beings, human and non-human, because all emanate from the same source 
and share the same evolutionary journey.

– “The first object of the Theosophical Society is Universal Brotherhood… not as a mere theory, but as a fundamental law in Nature.”
(The Key to Theosophy, Section I)

• Compassion <- Spiritual Evolution, Identity of all Souls, Interconnectedness and common Root
Compassion in Theosophy means active, intelligent love expressed as selfless service, arising from the recognition of spiritual unity and the 
evolutionary purpose of life. Acting for the benefit of the whole, extends beyond humanity to all kingdoms of nature.

– “Compassion is no attribute; it is the LAW of laws - eternal Harmony, Alaya’s SELF.”
(The Voice of the Silence, Fragment III)

• Solidarity and Shared Responsibility (Additional) <- Law or periodicity / cyclicity
Our destinies are linked in karmic and evolutionary cycles. Cooperation, justice, and mutual support follow naturally.

– “Because of the cyclic law of return, the deeds of one rebound not upon himself alone but upon all mankind, for we are inextricably interlinked. 
Thus arises the fact of human solidarity: the moral responsibility that each owes to all, and all to each.” 
(G. de Purucker "The Esoteric Tradition", Vol. I, p. 470, 1935)
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Hierarchy of Compassion – HPB The Secret Doctrine and G. de 

Purucker Esoteric Teaching

• HPB The Secret Doctrine and The Path of Compassion

– “From the first-born the thread between the Silent Watcher and his Shadow becomes more strong and 

radiant with every change.”

– “We … are linked with the Hierarchy of Compassion: the Brotherhood of advanced human beings whose 

lives are consecrated to quickening and nurturing the seeds of altruism in the awakening soul.”

• G. de Purucker “Esoteric Teaching” and “The Silent Watchers”: The structure and purpose of 

spiritual hierarchies - a multi-tiered spiritual structure reflecting cosmic compassion at all levels. 

– “The hierarchy of compassion is divisible into almost innumerable minor hierarchies… built of divinities, 

demigods, buddhas, bodhisattvas, and great and noble men…”

– “At the summit of the Hierarchy of Compassion is the Silent Watcher. He has renounced all… in utter self-

sacrifice he waits and watches with infinite pity… helping and inspiring, in the silences of spiritual 

compassion.”

[Ref] Lucifer Magazine Issue 1, 2025 by Blavatsky House Point Loma (BHPL) two articles 

• Hierarchy of Compassion (De Hiërarchie van Mededogen by Erwin Bomas, Lucifer nr. 2 April 2025)

• Compassion as a Life Attitude (Mededogen als levenshouding by Bouke van den Noort, Lucifer nr. 2 April 2025)
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Compassion as a Life Attitude – Summary from “Mededogen als levenshouding” by 

Bouke van den Noort, Lucifer nr. 2 April 2025)

• Compassion is not just a virtue but the essence of human spiritual evolution. It is the 
natural state of the awakened Self, the path to becoming fully (spiritual) human and 
ultimately a Buddha. 
– Living with compassion as a life attitude means aligning thought, feeling, and action with universal 

unity, love, and wisdom - the most natural and transformative force in life.

• What Compassion is:
– Living from a sense of unity with all life, acting for the benefit of the whole.

– Universal and unconditional: it excludes no one, not even strangers or enemies, and extends beyond 
humanity to all kingdoms of nature.

– A combination of oneness, universal love, and wisdom (knowledge of natural laws).

• Compassion and Wisdom
– Compassion and wisdom are inseparable: wisdom reveals the underlying unity of life; compassion 

applies it in action.

– One can still act compassionately even without full wisdom, if the motive is pure. Helping others is 
itself the fastest path to greater wisdom.

– The Bodhisattva ideal exemplifies this: beings who renounce Nirvana to remain and help relieve 
suffering.
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Theosophy and Esoteric Teaching for Scientific Development

The esoteric teachings of Theosophy, particularly those in The Voice of the Silence, provide a 

rigorous inner map of spiritual development, which can indeed be connected, both 

metaphorically and practically, to the personal development of a scientist and the quality 

and integrity of their scientific work.

Esoteric methodology is a core methodology in The Secret Doctrine to realise the title theme 

The Synthesis of Science, Religion, and Philosophy -- enriched with Occult Hermeneutics 

(language and interpretation) and Esoteric Epistemology (what is knowledge) 

Goal – Acquiring esoteric knowledge to answer (research) questions. 

Theosophy 150 Yrs Theosophy & Esoterics for Modern Science 8



Spiritual Development is the Vehicle for Accessing Esoteric 

Knowledge

True Esoteric Development is Initiatory 

In the Theosophical and spiritual traditions, 
esoteric knowledge is not taught - it is earned 
through the initiation of the soul.
That involves stages (sequential):

• Purification of desire and motive

• Concentration and meditation

• Awakening of intuition (buddhi)

• Living ethically and compassionately
– Opening channel for higher knowledge & energy access/flow

• Service to humanity and all life

Theosophy 150 Yrs Theosophy & Esoterics for Modern Science 9

Conventional View Esoteric View

Knowledge is gained 

by study, observation, 

and logic

True/esoteric knowledge is 

awakened through purification, 

meditation, service, and intuition

Intelligence = mental 

capability

Intelligence = soul illumination 

and integration of higher faculties

You know more by 

reading more

You know more by becoming 

more - in harmony, awareness, 

and being

Esoteric knowledge is the direct, experiential, verifiable insight through the awakened soul.
• “Before the soul can stand in the presence of the Masters, its feet must be washed in the blood of the heart.”

— The Voice of the Silence, Fragment 1

• This means: True knowledge is earned through inner transformation, not book learning.
– Providing not an alternative to exoteric knowledge but enacting the projection of esoteric/buddhic knowledge/insight on (acting) 

exoteric knowledge – higher level (hidden for not awakened soul) interconnectedness and unfolding additional higher level 
dimensions from karmic to buddhic and atmic  



GenAI for the Knowledge  Horizon and the Wisdom Horizon

The Knowledge Horizon (Exoterical)

• Modern generative AI systems, such as LLMs, 

operate within what we may call the Knowledge 

Horizon. 

The outer limit of collectively encoded, symbolically 

expressed human understanding as represented in 

language - a boundary accessible to generative AI and 

discursive reason, but not encompassing the 

unarticulated, intuitive, or initiatory domains of being.

– Although comprehensive, the knowledge horizon 

remains closed to inner perception, direct knowing, 

and spiritual causality.

• Wisdom Horizon (Esoterical) - a space accessible 

only through initiatic awakening, inner silence, and 

alignment with universal truth.

– Intuitive, direct spiritual perception by Buddhi-Manas 

(Enlightened Mind)

Theosophy 150 Yrs Theosophy & Esoterics for Modern Science 10



Stages of Esoteric Development for Science: 

Mapping The Voice of the Silence: Three Halls and Seven Portals

Final Journey: The Seven Portals and Threshold Gates 

Paramita/Perfection -  Define personal and institutional research virtues

• Portal 1: Dana (Charity)  
– Main message: Generosity as the first gate - selflessness in giving.

• Portal 2: Shila (Ethical Harmony) 
– Main message: Moral harmony in speech, thought, and deed.

• Portal 3: Kshanti (Patience)
– Main message: Sweet patience in adversity and delay.

• Portal 4: Viraga (Detachment)
– Main message: Freedom from worldly allure and ego pride.

• Portal 5: Virya (Energy)
– Main message: Dauntless energy and courage in pursuit of the Good.

• Portal 6: Dhyana (Meditation)
– Main message: Concentrated meditation as a gateway to intuitive insight

• Portal 7: Prajna (Wisdom) 
– Main message: The crown of wisdom - illumined understanding beyond self.
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"Three Halls“ – The Path - Based on The Voice of the Silence

1. Hall of Ignorance → Egoic/Unconscious Science

2. Hall of Learning → Emerging Responsibility/Inner Orientation

3. Hall of Wisdom → Awakening/Integrative/Transformative Science

The Vale of Bliss – an intermediate stage before the final journey



Summary and Look ahead: Theosophy and Esoteric Principles for 

Modern Science

I. Foundational Principles: Applying Esoteric Teaching for Science

1. Principle of Unity and Interconnectedness

2. Law of Cycles and Correspondence

3. Esoteric Psychology: Mind, Intuition, and Higher Knowing

II. Esoteric Methodology in Scientific Practice

1. Spiritual Disciplines as Research Tools

2. Ethical and Evolutionary Science

3. Archetypes and Esoteric Models of Nature

III. Institutional and Epistemic Transformation

1. Reframe Science as a Sacred Activity

2. Encourage Esoteric-Inspired Research Institutions
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Need to do this gradually, with a well-
defined path, stages and methodology?
• Theosophy can provide a powerful base 

and instrument
• Demonstrate generative effect

• Focus on young generation researchers 
and apply it to their scientific careers



Linking and Interaction between Esoteric and Exoteric Knowledge 

Spaces

• Both ExoKnowledge and 

EsoKnowledge are linked (or 

projected/ channelled) to/via human 

personality

• Connecting Realities:
– Exoteric = Empirical/ conventional reality

– Esoteric = spiritual, noumenal (beyond 

human perception) reality – Buddhic 

plane

– Layers in between (kāmic/psychic and 

karmic) that can either veil or prepare the 

way to the higher buddhic-ātmic 

perception. 
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External World/Realities:
• Implicit (Karmic/Buddhic) – 
Noumenal/Esoteric: Universal 
rules - Interconnectedness, 

Cyclicity, Compassion 
• Explicit (Reality): Exoteric/ Empiric 

- Physical perception

Exoteric Knowledge

Esoteric Knowledge 
(concentration, intuition, 

compassion)

Noumenal Projection/ 
Channeling/Illumination: 
Deeper understanding,  
internal context, linkage

Spiritual Development: 
Purification * Concentration * 

Awakening * Compassion * 

Service to humanity

Knowledge and actions:
• Activities scoped by spiritual 

development planes
• Understand yourself as a channel 

for knowledge/illumination/grace
• Active teaching via access to 

esoteric buddhic/atmic 
knowledge/insight



Exoteric and Esoteric Realities in Theosophy and Hindu Philosophy

Exoteric and Esoteric are two perspectives on the same Reality, but approached through 
different faculties of perception and understanding.

1. Exoteric Knowledge

• Domain: The outer, explicit, phenomenal, physical, measurable world.
– Faculty of knowing: Senses, empirical observation, rational mind (lower manas).

• Reality level:
– Physical plane (sthūla-śarīra, gross matter)

– Observable laws of nature, material science, history, social facts.

2. Esoteric Knowledge: Esoteric perception is layered. Theosophy and Vedānta recognise several 
subtle realities:

• Psychic (Kamic) reality
– Domain of desires, emotions, psychic impressions, astral forms.

– Faculty: psychic sensitivity, clairvoyance, dream consciousness.

• Karmic reality
– The field of cause-and-effect at all levels (physical, moral, spiritual).

– Not exactly a “plane,” but a law weaving all realities together.

– Experienced esoterically as patterns of destiny, dharma, and consequences.

• Buddhic reality
– The plane of direct spiritual intuition (prajñā), compassion, and oneness.

– Faculty: Buddhi (the “wisdom-soul”), beyond discursive reasoning.

– Reality is perceived as unity, not as separated forms.

• Atmic reality: Called Paramātman or “the Self beyond self.”
– The core essence, the ray of universal Spirit.

– Esoterically: the foundation of being, pure consciousness.
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Atmic
Spirit/Pure consciousness

(Paramatman)

Buddhic
Wisdom/Intuition

(Compassion, Oneness)

Manasic
Higher Mind/Universal Ideas

(Lower vs higher manas)

Karmic
Law of Cause and Effect

(Threads through all planes)

Psychic/Kamic
Desires, Emotions, Astral Forms

(Psychic impression)

Exoteric/Physical
Outer Phenomena

(Form, Matter, Empirical Science)



Reference: Seven Layers of the Human Being, Reality Planes and 

Activities

Esoteric/Theosophical Planes and Activities/Goals  (link to Vedantic)

• Physical (gross body, sthūla-śarīra).
– Annamaya (Physical plane): eating, working, exercising → outer action.

• Etheric / Vital (prāṇic body).
– Prāṇamaya (Vital plane): breathing, vitality, energy management → prāṇāyāma, martial arts, 

health practices.

• Astral / Desire (kāma, psychic/emotional).

• Lower Manas (concrete mental).
– Manomaya (Mental/psychic plane): thinking, feeling, imagination → art, study, emotional 

processing.

• Higher Manas (abstract, universal mind).

• Buddhi (intuition, compassion, wisdom).
– Vijñānamaya (Wisdom/Buddhic plane): moral reasoning, deep intuition, discernment → 

meditation, philosophy, compassionate action.

• Ātma (spirit, pure consciousness).
– Ānandamaya (Causal/Ātmic plane): inner bliss, silence, unity → samādhi, self-realisation.
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Atmic
Spirit/Pure consciousness

(Paramatman)

Buddhic
Wisdom/Intuition

(Compassion, Oneness)

Manasic
Higher Mind/Universal Ideas

(Lower vs higher manas)

Karmic
Law of Cause and Effect

(Threads through all planes)

Psychic/Kamic
Desires, Emotions, Astral Forms

(Psychic impression)

Exoteric/Physical
Outer Phenomena

(Form, Matter, Empirical Science)



Facilitating Esoteric/Spiritual Development via Quality/Paramita of 

Research Work 
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How/is Spiritual/Esoteric development reflected in research results/papers?
Research papers/publications are recorded thoughts and insights: hermeneutically and epistemologically (way of expressing the 

depth of knowledge)

• The depth and insight linked to/defined by the spiritual development level of the practitioner/scientist (chela if practicing 

theosophy)

Scientific product’s paramitas at Portals/gates
• Portal 1: Dana (Charity)  

– Paramita: Report on the predefined research activity (like educational lab).

• Portal 2: Shila (Ethical Harmony) 
– Paramita: Consistency in process/experiment, description of result.

• Portal 3: Kshanti (Patience)
– Paramita: Quality is primary against deadline: delivering quality with high academic rigor.

• Portal 4: Viraga (Detachment)
– Paramita: Freedom from worldly allure and ego pride. Reproducibility as a way for widely usable results.

• Portal 5: Virya (Energy)
– Paramita: Dauntless energy and courage in pursuit of the Good.

• Portal 6: Dhyana (Meditation)
– Paramita: Concentrated meditation as a gateway to intuitive insight and scientific discovery

• Portal 7: Prajna (Wisdom) 
– Paramita: The crown of wisdom - illumined understanding beyond self, understanding the whole scientific domain and connected/contributing concepts and 

developments
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